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The Lemmon family of Indiana adopted Che from the Indiana County Humane  

Society. This sweet, loving Boxer was originally brought to the shelter as a stray 

dog.  ICHS cares for thousands of animals a year, helping them become happy, 

healthy companions for loving families like the Lemmons. 



Unleash the Potential to Ensure Continuing Vitality 
 

 In 1958, a small group of people concerned about the quality of life and animal welfare 

issues in Indiana county formed the Indiana County Humane Society. These volunteers 

addressed the problem of homeless animals by taking stray animals into their homes and 

attempted to find permanent placement for these pets. In 1970, ICHS began to expand its impact 

from rescuing pets to also addressing the problems of animal abuse. With no funds, the society 

found a willing volunteer with an interest in enforcing animal cruelty laws. This Humane Officer 

investigated complaints phoned in by the public. 

 

 Concurrently, in the early 1970ôs, a local individual and avid animal lover, Lucy Donnelly, 

could see a need for a facility to house homeless animals. A joint venture was formed between 

the county, White Township, and Indiana Borough to undertake this project. Lucy Donnellyôs 

homeless animal shelter idea, personal generosity and successful fundraising campaign became 

not only the catalyst, but also the backbone for completing Indiana Countyôs first Animal 

Shelter. The property and barn are located on Rose Street Extension. 

 

 On December 1, 1997, ICHS became the new manager of the county animal shelter. A 

volunteer board of directors, consisting of 10 to 15 people, governs the work of the ICHS. The 

society utilizes paid personnel to run the day to day operations of the shelter as well as employs 

the county Humane Officer. 

 

 The Indiana County Humane Society provides high quality, cost effective care and 

programs for over two thousand animals and thousands of people annually. Services include: 

 

Adoption Placement 

Each year ICHS finds permanent, loving homes for over 2,500 animals. ICHS provides 

comprehensive adoption services to the community, including sterilization of all adopted 

animals. 

 

Medical Intervention 

At-risk and homeless animals require expert attention. ICHSôs safety net provides medical 

intervention, socialization and compassionate care for all shelter animals, giving them a 

second chance at life and an opportunity for a new home. 

 

Municipal Animal Control  

ICHS currently provides animal control services to Indiana County, including stray animal 

pick-up, reuniting lost animals with their families, and public health related quarantines. 

ICHS continues to work with local municipalities to care for these vulnerable animals. 

 

Community Outreach 

Rabies clinics, a low cost spay/neuter program for low income families, behavioral 

training advice, boarding services for Alice Paul House residents, cremation services, 

promotion of dog license sales, and humane trap rental, are some of the services we offer 

to Indiana County residents. 
 

 



At the Cause for Paws event September 19th 2009, two contestants from 

the Owner/Pet Look Alike contest take a break to strike a pose. ICHS  

volunteers and staff members annually participate in many community 

events that highlight all the great things happening at the shelter. 



Unleash the Potential for the Future of our Community 
 

The Indiana County Humane Society Animal Shelter is the only open door shelter in 

Indiana County. We welcome and care for all stray cats and dogs brought to our facility.  All 

are given humane treatment. Critical to realizing a compassionate future for all animals in our 

community is a new home for the animal shelter. The Humane Society Animal Shelter was 

originally the ground floor of the county storage barn, and despite renovations to extend its 

life, a new shelter is necessary to provide proper housing, veterinary care, and socialization for 

animals. The current shelter is seriously outdated, in disrepair and must be replaced. 

A new shelter is necessary to meet the needs of animals in our community. This new 

shelter will be designed to solve the most critical animal-related issues in our community, 

including pet overpopulation, animal abuse and neglect. The new facility will lead to a higher 

adoption rate, more volunteers and community involvement. 

To achieve its ambitious, yet attainable objectives, ICHS is constructing a new, state-of-

the-art facility on Airport Road. The new shelter will include an adoption center, spay/neuter 

surgical room , and an education/meeting room. The total project costs for the new building 

and furnishings will be nearly $2 million. 

A group of dedicated individuals and the Board of Directors of ICHS are working to 

ensure that the campaign is successful. Residents from Indiana County, along with local 

businesses, corporations, and foundations with a demonstrated interest in animal welfare, are 

being asked to help fund the campaign. 
      

COMPARISON CHART  

 

 CURRENT SHELTER      NEW FACILITY  
Outdated facility in poor condition    Designed for future needs 

Limited parking     Spacious parking area 

Overcrowded, especially summer   Better suited for todayôs animal population 

Outdated equipment     Updated technology that fosters  good health 

No  private acquaintance areas   Two get acquainted suites 

No pet access to the outside    Separate entrance for admission of stray & relinquished pets 

One isolation area for dogs and cats   Two separate isolations each for dogs and cats 

No designated puppy room    A puppy room with a play area 

Admission through front door only   Separate entrance for admission of pets 

No training or meeting space    Community room for education, training, etc. 

No room to grow or expand    Plans include 10 year possible expansion 

No drop off area for strays  Fenced, secure area for Humane Officer and Dog Warden 

Inadequate ventilation and climate control  State-of-the-art HVAC system to promo animal health 

Overcrowded, especially in Summer   

          



New ShelterðIndiana County Humane Society 


